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From impojition of flri<St laws, to free 
Acceptance of large grace ; from fervile fear 
To filial ; works of law, to works of faith. MUt. P. Loft. 

4. Conftraint; oppreflion. 

The conftraint of receiving and holding opinions by autho- 
rity was rightly called impofition. Locke. 

A greater load has been laid on us than we have been able 
to bear, and the groffeft impfttions have been fubmitted to, in 
order to forward the dangerous defigns of a faction. Swift. 

Let it not be made, contrary to its own nature, the occa- 
fion of ftrife, a narrow fpirit, and unreafonable impofttiom on 
the mind and practice. Watts's Improvement of the Mind. 

5. Cheat ; fallacy ; impofture. 

Impossible, adj. [impojftbile, Fr. in and pojftbk.] .Not to be 
done ; not to be attained ; impracticable. 

Unlawful defires are punifhed after the effedl of enjoying; 
but i?npifftble defires are punifhed in the defire itfelf. Sidney . 

It was impojftble that the date fhould continue quiet. 2 Mac. 
With men this is impojftble ; but with God all things are 
poffible. Mat. *ix. 26. 

’Twere impojftble for any enterprize to be lawful, if that 
which fhould legitimate it is fubfequent to it, Decay of Piety. 
Difficult it is, but not impojftble. Qhillingworth. 

It is impoJJible the mind fhould be flopped any where in 
its progrefs in this fpace, how far foever it extends its 
thoughts. Locke. 

We cannot believe it impojftble to God to make a creature 
with more ways to convey into the underflanding the notice 
of corporeal things than five. Locke. 

I my thoughts deceive 

With hope of things impojftble to find. Waljh . 

Impossibility, n. ft [impojjibilite, Fr. from impojftble.'] 
j. Impraaicability ; the ftate of being not feafible. 

Simple Philoclea, it is the impojfibility that doth torment 
me; for unlawful defires are punifhed after the effect of enjoy- 
ing, but impoffible defires in the defire itfelf. Sidney. 

Admit all thefe impnjftbilities and great abfurdities to be pof- 
fible and convenient. Whitgifte. 

Let the mutinous winds 
Strike the proud cedars ’gainft the firy fun, 

Murdering impojfibility , to make 

What cannot be, flight work. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

They confound difficulty with impcjftbility. South. 

Thofe who affert the impojfibility of fpace exifling without 
matter, mufl make body infinite. Locke. 

When we fee a man of like paffions and weaknefs with our- 
felves going before us in the paths of duty, it confutes all lazy 
pretences of mpojftbility. Rogers. 

2 . That which cannot be done. ... f 

Though men do, without offence, wifli daily that the af- 
fairs, which with evil fuccefs are pafl, might have fallen out 
much better; yet to pray that they may have been any other 
than they are, this being a mandeft impojfibility in itfelf, the 
rules of religion do not permit. Hooker. 

Impftibilities ! oh no, there s none. 

Could I bring thy heart captive home. Cowley. 

Fm post, n.f [ impoft, impbt , French; impofitum, Latin.] A 

tax ; a toll ; cuflom paid. , 4 , 

Taxes and impofts upon merchants do feldom good to the 
king’s revenue ; for that that he wins in the hundred, he lofeth 
in tie (hire. T . . Bacon s E/ays. 

Impo'sts. n. ft [imp oft e, Fr. incumla, Latin.] In architecture, 
that part of a pillar, in vaults and arches, on which the weight 
of the whole building lieth. ^ , Ainfworth. 

To Impo'sthumate. v. n. [from impofthume. ] 1 o form an 

abfcefs ; to gather ; to form a cyft or bag containing matter. 

The bruife impofthumated , and afterwards turned to a ltink- 
ing ulcer, which made every body fhy to come near 
^ Arbuthnot. 

To Impo'sthumate. v. a. To afflidt with an impofthume. 
They would not fly that furgeon, whole lancet threatens 
none but the imfojlhumated parts. _ 

Imposthuma'tion. n.f, [from impofthumate.] ?a 
forming an impofthume ; the ftate in which an impofthume is 

^He that maketh the wound bleed inwards, endangereth ma- 
lign ulcers and pernicious impofthumatiom . aeon s JJ a P* 

IMPO'STHUME. n. f [Thisfeems to have been formed by 
corruption from imp oft em, as South writes it ^ an impftem to 
have been written erroneoufly for apoftem, ccvowpcc, zn ab- 
fcefs.] A colle&ion of purulent matter in a bag or cylt. 

Now the rotten difeafes of the South, rupture?, catarrhs, 
and bladders full of impofthume s, make prepofterous dilcove- 
ries# Shakcfpeare’s Trctlus and. Creffula. 

An error in the judgment is like an impoftem in the head, 
which is always noifome, and frequently mortal. boutb. 

Fumes cannot tranfude through the bag of an impofthume. 

Harvey on Conjunctions. 

Impo'stor. [impojleur, Fr. from impoft ■, impofttor,Luln.] 
' One who cheats by a fiSitious charafler. 

Shame and pain, poverty and ficknefs, yea death and he 
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itfelf, are but the trophies of thofe fatal conquefts got by that 
grand impoftor , the devil, over the deluded Tons of men.. South. 
Impo'sture. n.f. [ impofture , Fr. impoftura, Latin.] Cheat* 
fraud ; fuppofititioufnefs ; cheat committed by giving to per- 
fons or things a falfe character. 

That the foul and angels have nothing to do with grofler 
locality is generally opimoned ; but who is it that retains not 
a great part of the impofture , by allowing them a definitive 
ubi , which is (till but imagination ? Glanv . Scepf 

Open to them fo many of the interior fecrets of this mvf- 
terious art, without impofture or invidious referve. Evelyn. 

We know how fuccefsful the late ufurper was, while his 
army believed him real in his zeal againft kingfhip ; but when 
they found out the impofture , upon his afpiring to the fame 
himfelf, he was prefently deferted, and never able to crown his 
ufurped greatnefs with that title. South. 

Form new legends. 

And fill the world with follies and impofture:. Bene. 

I'mpotence. ) r r impoten ,u Latin.] 

I'MPOTENCY. S j 

1. Want of power; inability; imbecillity; weaknefs. 

Some were poor by impotency of nature ; as young fatherlefs 
children, old decrepit perfons, ideots, aud cripples. Hayw. 

Weaknefs, or the impotence of exercifing animal motion, 
attends fevers. Arbuthnot. 

God is a friend and a father, whofe care fupplies our wants, 
and defends our impotence , and from whofe companion in Chrift 
we hope for eternal glory hereafter. Rogers's Sermons. 

This is not a reftraint or impotency , but the royal preroga- 
tive of the moft abfolute king of kings ; that he wills to do 
nothing but what he can ; and that he can do nothing which 
is repugnant to his divine goodnefs. Bentley. 

2. Ungovernablenefs of paffion. A Latin fignification : animi 
impotentia. 

Will he, fo wife, let loofe at once his ire, 

Belike through impotence , or unaware, 

To give his enemies their wifti, and end 
Them in his anger, whom his anger faves 
To punifh endlefs ? Milton's Paradife Loft. 

Yet all combin’d, 

Your beauty and my impotence of mind. Drydtn. 

3. Incapacity of propagation. 

Dulnefs with obfeenity muft prove 
As hateful, fure, as impotence in love. Pope. 

IMFO-TENT. adj. [ impotent , Fr. impotens , Latin.] 

1. Weak; feeble; wanting force; wanting power. 

We that are ftrong muft bear the imbecillity of the impotent , 
and not pleafe ourfelves. Hooker. 

Yet wealth is impotent 

To gain dominion, or to keep it gain’d. Milton, 

Although in dreadful whirls we hung, 

High on the broken wave, 

I knew thou wert not flow to hear. 

Nor impotent, to fave. Adaifon s Spettater, 

2. Difabled by nature or difeafe. 

In thofe porches lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of 
blind, halt, and withered. . J°- v \ 3 * 

There fat a certain man, impotent in his feet, being a crip- 
ple from his mother’s womb, who never had walked. Jflsxiv. 
I have learn’d that fearful commenting 
Is leaden fervitor to dull delay ; m 

Delay leads impotent and fnail-pac’d beggary. ShakeJ. K. ill. 

3. Without power of reftraint. [ Animi imp-tens.] 

With jealous eyes at diftance fhe had feen, 

Whifp’ring with Jove, the filver-footed queen ; 

Then, impotent of tongue, her filence broke, 

Thus turbulent in rattling tone fhe fpoke. JJry&n. 

a. Without power of propagation. # 

He told beau Prim, who is thought impotent , that his mi 
trefs would not have him, becaufe he is a floven, and Ha^com. 

mitted a rape. ' • t 

I'mpo i ENTLY. adv. [from impotent.] Without power. 

Proud Caefar, ’midft triumphal cars, 

The fpoils of nations, and the pomp of wars, 

Ignobly vain, and impotently great, . 

Shew’d Rome her Cato’s figure drawn in ftate. P ‘ 

To Impo'und. v. a. [in and pound. See Pound. J 

1 . To inclofe as in a pound ; to (hut in ; to confine. 

The great care was rather how to impound the reb , ^ 

none of them might efcape, than that any doubt y II. 

vanquifh them. bacons 

2. To fhut up in a pinfold. 

England 

Hath taken and impounded as a ftray ^ ^ y 

Seeing hfe wander about, I took him up for 
impounded him, with intention to re pj m Sclajlion- 

owner. ' 

To Impo'web. See.EMPowER. . t ra 3 i coble-] 

Imp ua'ctic able. adj. [impracticable, 

1 . Not to be performed ; unfeafible ; lmpoiiible. jjad 
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Had there not been ftill remaining bodies, the legitimate 
nffsDrings of the antediluvian earth, ’twould have been an ex- 
travagant and impracticable undertaking to have gone about to 
determine any thing concerning it. Woodward s Nat. Hijl. 

To preach up the neceffity of that which our experience 
tells us is utterly imprafticable, were to affright mankind with 
the terrible profpea of univerfal damnation. Rogers’s Scrm. 

2. Untra&able; unmanageable.. 

Yhat fierce imprafticable nature 
Is govern’d by a dainty- finger’d girl. &*>*• 

Impra'cticableness. n.f. [from unpratti cable.] Impoffiodity. 

I do not know a greater mark of an able minifter than that 
of rightly adapting the feveral faculties of men, nor is any 
thino- more to be lamented than the impratticablenefs of doing 
this & : Swift. 

To I MPRECATE, v.a. [hnprecor, Latin.] To call for evil 
upon himfelf or others. 

Imprecation, n.f. [imprecatio, Lat. imprecation , Fr. from 
imprecate.] Curfe ; prayer by which any evil is wilhed. 

My mother Ihall the horrid furies raife 
With imprecations. Chapman's Odyjfey. 

Sir John Hotham, uncurfed by any language or imprecation 
of mine, not long after paid his own and his eldeft foil’s 
heads. _ Ring Charles . 

With imprecations thus he fill’d the air, 

And angry Neptune heard th’ unrighteous pray’r. Pope. 

Fmprecatory. adj. [from imprecated] Containing wifhes of 
evil. 

To Impre'gn. v. a. [in and pragno , Latin.] To fill with 
jioung; to fill with any matter or quality. 

In her ears the found 

Yet rung of his perfuafive words, impregnd 

With reafon, to her feeming. Milton's Paradife LoJL 

Th’ unfruitful rock itfelf, impregnd by thee. 

Forms lucid ftones. Thomfon' s Summer. 

IMPREGNABLE, adj. [impr enable, French.] 

1. Not to be ftormed ; not to be taken. 

Two giants kept tliemfelves in a caftle, feated upon the top 
of a rock, impregnable , becaufe there was no coming to it but 
by one narrow path, where one man’s force was able to keep 
down an army. Sidney . 

Let us be back’d with God, and with the feas. 

Which he hath given for fence impregnable. 

And with their helps alone defend ourfelves. Shakef. PI. VI. 

Haft thou not him, and all 
Which he calls his, inclofed with a wall 
Of ftrength impregnable? Sandy s. 

There the capitol thou fee’ll. 

Above the reft lifting his ftately head 
On the Tarpeian rock, her citadel 

Impregnable. Milton s Paradife Regain'd, b. iv. 

2 . Unlhaken ; unmoved ; unaffected. 

The man’s affeCtion remains wholly unconcerned and im- 
pregnable ; juft like a rock, which, being plied continually by 
the waves, ftill throws them back again, but is not at all 
moved. South's Sermons. 

Impre'gnably. adv. [from impregnable.] In fuch a manner 
as to defy force ^hoftility. 

A caftle ftrongly feated on a high rock, joineth by an iflhmus 
to the land, and is impregnably fortified. Sandys. 

To Impregnate, v.a. [in and preegno, Latin.] 

1. To fill with young; to make prolifick. 

Hermaphrodites, although they include the parts of both 
fexes, cannot impregnate themfelves. Browns Vulg. Err. 

Impregnate, from their loins they filed 
Aflimy juice. ' Dry den’s Virpp. Georg. 

With native earth their blood the monfters mix’d ; 

The blood, endu d with animating heat. 

Did in the impregnate earth new fons beget. Dryekn 

2 . [Impregner, French.] To fill; to faturate. 

Chriftianity is of fo prolifick a nature, fo apt to impregnate 
the hearts and lives ot its profelytes, that it is hard to imagine 
that any branch fhould want a due fertility. Decay of Piety. 

Impre gna tion. n. ft [from impregnate.] 

1. The aCl of making prolifick ; fecundation. 

I heyoughf to refer matters unto counfellors, which is the firft 
b getting or impregnation j but when they are elaborate in the 
womb of their counfel, and grow ripe to be brought forth 

2 That 1 1 k t matt u r b3Ck int ° their own hands! Bacon. 

2 . I hat with which any thing is impregnated. 
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To IMPRE'SS. V.a. [hnpreffum, Latin.] 

1 To print bypreffure; to ftamp. 

So foul and ugly, that exceeding fear 
Their vifages impreft, when they approached near. rtf. 

When God from earth form’d Adam in the taft, 

Fie his own image on the clay impreft. Denha?n. 

The conquering chief his foot impreft 
On the ftrong neck of that deftru&ive beail. Dryd. Ovid. 

2. To fix deep. 

We fhould dwell upon the arguments, and imprefs the mo- 
tives of perfuafion upon our own hearts, ’till we reel the force 
of them. Watts. 

3 . To force into fervice. This is generally now fpoken and 

written prefs. ..... 

His age has charms in it, his title more, 

To pluck the common bofoms on his fide. 

And turn our impreft launces in our eyes 

Which do command them. Shakef pear e s King Lear . 

Macbeth fhall never vanquifh’d be, until 
Great Birnam- wood to Dunfinane’s high hill 
Shall come againft him. 

That will never be : 

Who can imprefs the foreft, bid the tree 
Unfix his earth-bound root? Shakefpeare's Macbeth. 

Ormond fhould contribute all he could for the making thofe 
levies of men, and for imprejfmg of fhips. Clarendon . 

Impre'ss. n.f [from the verb.] 

1. Mark made by preffure. 

This weak imprefs of love is a^a figure 
Trench’d in ice, which with an hour’s heat 
Diffolves to water. Shakefp. Two Gent, of Verona, 

They having taken the impreffes of the infides of thefe fhells 
with that exquifite nicenefs, as to exprefs even the fineft linea- 
ments of them. l-Voodward's Nat. Hiftory. 

2. Effe£ls upon another fubftance. 

How objedls are reprefented to myfelf I cannot be igno- 
rant; but in what manner they are received, and what im- 
prejjes they make upon the differing organs of another, he only 
knows that feels them. Glanv. Seep] \ 

3. Mark of diftin£lion ; ftamp. 

God, furveying the works of the creation, leaves us this 
general imprej's or character upon them, that they were ex- 
ceeding good. South's Sermons, 

4. Device; motto. 

To deferibe emblazon’d fhields, 

ImpreJJes quaint, caparifons, andfteeds, 

Bafes, and tinfel trappings. Miltons Paradife Loft, b. ix. 

5. Acl of forcing any into fervice; compulfion ; feizure. Now 
commonly prefs. 

Ajax was here the voluntary, and you as under an im- 
P rc JL Sbakejp. Troilus andCreJJida, 

Why fuch imprefs of fhipwrights, whofe fore talk 
Does not divide the Sunday from the week. Shakef. Hamlet, 
Your fhips are not well mann’d ; 

Your mariners are muliteers, reapers, people 

Ingroft by fwift imprejs. Shakefp. Ant. and Cleopatra. 

Impression, n.f. [nnpreffio, Latin; impreffion, Fr.] 

1. The a< 5 l of preffing one body upon another. 

Senfation is fuch an imprejfion or motion, made in fome 
part of the body, as produces fome perception in the under- 

Locke, 

2. Mark made by preffure ; ftamp. 

Like to a chaos, or unlick’d bear- whelp. 

That carries no imprejfton like the dam. Shakefp. Henry VI. 

3. Image fixed in the. mind. 

V^eie the offices of religion ftript of all the exte/nal decen- 
cie^ they would not make a due imprejfton on the mind. Atter. 

The falfe reprefentations of the kingdom’s enemies had 
made fome imprejfton in the mind of the fucceffor. Swift. 

4. Operation ; influence. J 

The king had made him high fheriff of Suffex, that he 
rmght the better make imprejfton upon that county. Clarendon. 

We lie open to the impreJJions of flattery, which we admit 
without fcruple, becaufe we think we deferve it. Atterbury 
Lmverfal gravitation is above all mechanifm, and proceeds 
from a divine energy and imprejfton. Bentley's Sermons, 

a I 6 ! 1 material things, when the 

thing itfelf, and the real aaion and imprejfton thereof on our 
fenfes, is perceived. Chcyne’s Phil. Princ 

5 ‘ ; , n a m n r printed at once; one courfeof printing; 

the h°A C l lft ; aacd ^^^any opinions, makes men to be of 
the raft impr ejfton, and full of change. z> 

For ten imprest. ns, which his works have had in fo raal v 

aTwclr’enionth" 1 * hUm ' rCl1 ^ ^cely purchafed once 

6. Eff«a of an attack. Dryden. 
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